This week’s big news
The US civil rights
movement

Martin Luther
King Jr.

A mural for
George Floyd.

The civil rights movement was
a series of protests in the US
during the 1950s and 1960s.
The protesters were fighting
for equality for all black people.
One of the movement’s leaders
was Martin Luther King Jr. At
the time, some black people
had to live separately from
white people – this is known as
segregation. Laws were passed
to change this, but many argue
that discrimination still exists.

Protesters call for equality,
peace and justice across the US
T

here have been a series of protests across the US
in response to the death of a man called George
Floyd. People in the US, and in other countries too,
are calling for justice, peace and equality.

Why are people protesting?
George Floyd, who was a black man, died on 25
May, shortly after he was arrested by a white police
officer in the city of Minneapolis, in the state of
Minnesota. Floyd was treated violently by the police
officer, who knelt on his neck which made it difficult
for him to breathe. The police officer has since been
sacked, arrested and charged with murder. It’s not
the first time that police officers in the US have been
accused of treating black people unfairly. Many of the
protesters believe this happens because of racism.

What is racism?
Racism is treating people badly or unfairly because
of their race. It is when words or actions are used to
discriminate against people because of the colour of
their skin, their culture or ethnic origin. Black people
in the US have not always had the same rights as
white people, and many people argue that there
is still inequality today. This includes differences
in income (the money workers are paid), access to
education, and treatment by police. Many people
at the protests held up placards that read “Black
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Lives Matter”. Black Lives Matter is the name of an
organisation that was founded in the US in 2013, to
protest against the mistreatment of black people. It
was created in response to the shooting of a black
teenager called Trayvon Martin.

What happened at the protests?
Protests in Minneapolis soon spread across the US.
There have been demonstrations in more than 75
cities, including the capital, Washington D.C. Many
of the protests were peaceful, but there have also
been violent clashes between police and protesters.
Some people have damaged cars and stolen goods
from shops, and police have fired rubber bullets and
teargas. In response, some cities have brought in the
National Guard (a part-time branch of the US military)
and imposed curfews (restrictions on allowing people
outside). Some police officers have called for unity.
The Minnesota police chief, Medaria Arradondo, said
most police officers want to help and are not violent.
He said of Floyd’s death, “This was a violation of the
oath taken by the majority of the men and women that
put this uniform on – this goes absolutely against it.”

What has the reaction been in the US?
People have expressed their anger and sadness at
the situation, andshave called for change. The mayor
of Minneapolis, Jacob Frey, said that, “being black

in America should not be a death sentence”. US
president Donald Trump says that he has spoken to
Floyd’s family and has called his death a “tragedy”.
However, Trump has been accused of encouraging
violence, and has threatened to send in the US Army
if the clashes don’t stop. Joe Biden, who is hoping to
be the next US president, said Trump was “part of the
problem”, and that his response was making things
worse. Floyd’s brother Terrence has told people not to
be violent, saying “my brother was about peace”.

What about elsewhere?
Protesters have taken to the streets in other countries
in support of those in the US and to protest against
racism in their countries. Demonstrations have taken
place around the UK, including in Cardiff, Liverpool,
Manchester and Nottingham. People have also
gathered in Denmark, Germany and New Zealand.
At the time The Week Junior went to press, thousands
had gathered in London’s Hyde Park.

If you’re upset by this story
If you’re feeling worried or scared by the
events described in this report, talk to your
parents or another adult you trust. For some
advice on dealing with your feelings, visit
theweekjunior.co.uk/TWJ-Protests
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Once you have read the article,
try any of the following activities...
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Hold a debate with your family
You can’t argue with the equality, peace and justice message – who wouldn’t want that?
But do the protests come at too high a price? It seems there are always people who take
advantage of protests like this to do bad things: bystanders get hurt, businesses get
damaged and so on. So, should governments say that demonstrations are only permitted in
certain places? Wouldn’t it be better to let protesters have their say in parks or fields away
from town centres where they won’t get in anyone’s way? Or is it important that peaceful
protests should be allowed in prominent places? If governments only permit them in certain
locations, won’t that be almost as bad as stopping them altogether? What do you think?

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups.
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Think about something you
feel very strongly about. Write
a speech or an article, explaining
your thoughts as convincingly
as possible. Remember to use
persuasive language and use
facts and evidence to support
your views. Remember too that
being positive about your ideas
is much more powerful than
using negative language about
the opposing position.

or
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President Trump has received criticism
for the way he has led the United
States throughout this time of protest. But
what would make a better leader? Write a
recipe for creating the perfect president or
prime minister. Have fun with cooking-style
instructions, such as, “Soak in honey for
three hours to remove dishonesty,” or “bake
until firm and decisive”. Don’t forget a list of
ingredients too.

Investigate
What is Speaker’s Corner? Write an explanation about it, including a brief history, its
location(s), the rules about using it and any famous people who have spoken there.
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