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Introduction
For the activities within this booklet, children will need:
• additional paper and/or a topic book
• writing pencils
• coloured pencils or crayons
• scissors
• glue/sellotape
Most of the daily mathematics is in the maths booklet. However, there may be some
mathematics which is related to this topic which is included as part of the daily activities.
Spelling and Grammar
Most of the spelling and grammar is within the spelling and grammar booklet but there are
some key words that you need to learn which are subject specific.
Helping your child.
Your child may require some help to read the activities, information or stories within the
booklet. Please check your child is able to understand each activity so they can do the tasks
associated with them.
There is approximately 4.5 hours of work per day. 2.5 hours in the morning and 2 hours in
the afternoon.
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Listen, Read and Respond: Treasure Island
The story you are going to listen to and watch is classic story written by Robert Louis
Stephenson in1850. It is called Treasure Island.
The website is: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-

treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
There are 10 video clips in total to watch and there is also an opportunity to meet the
characters too.
You need to watch 1 of the video clips each day and do the activities given to you.
About the author
Robert Louis Stephenson came from a rich Scottish family. He suffered from ill
health but loved to travel and would write stories about his adventures. He met a
lady in France who he fell in love with but she crossed the Atlantic to America, so he
did to. They got married and still continued to travel the world and he used much of
what he had learnt to write his stories.
At the back of this booklet (in the appendix) there will be a diary for you to make
Jim’s notes for what had happened.

4

Listen, Read and Respond Day 1: Jim Hawkins and the Admiral
Benbow.
Watch & Listen to episode 1: : https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/english-ks2-treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
As you watch and listen to the first episode, complete the grid below:
My notes on the first episode

The sequence of key events in the
episode

What I predict will happen next

Unusual words or phrases hear
and what I think they mean

Links I can make to other texts
I’ve read or heard

Other thoughts
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This is a summary of the first chapter of the book:
Jim Hawkins, a 12-year old boy, helps his widowed mother run a
seaside inn, The Admiral Benbow. A mysterious sailor called Billy Bones
arrives one day, seeking lodging and asks Jim to look out should a onelegged sailor come asking for him.
No one-legged man ever comes, but other strangers do - first a man
without fingers named Black Dog, who fights with Billy, and later a blind
beggar who gives Billy the ‘Black Spot’ (a piece of paper with a black
spot on one side, given to pirates to indicate that they are about to die).
The Black Spot causes Billy Bones to die and it soon becomes clear that
he was scared of visitors because he was on the run from his former
pirate crew. Among Billy Bones’ possessions Jim and his Ma discover
gold, fine clothes...and a mysterious parchment. Just as they find the
parchment the pirates attack the inn.
1. Why is such a young boy apparently running an inn?

2. What does Billy Bones mean when he asks whether there is ‘much
company’ at the inn?

3. Why does Billy Bones tell Jim that he wants ‘mainly rum’?

4. What do you think Billy Bones means by ‘the Black Spot’?

5. Why do the pirates attack the Inn?
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Now complete Jim’s diary entry in the appendix.

Pirate Facts
What is a pirate?
A pirate is a robber who travels by water. Though most pirates targeted
ships, some also launched attacks on coastal towns.
We often think of pirates as swashbuckling and daring or evil and
brutish, but in actual fact most of them were ordinary people who had
been forced to turn to criminal activity because they did not have enough
money to survive.
Where did pirates live?
Pirate ships were often out on the high seas but they also had safe
havens where they could anchor their ships and go ashore.
Pirates looked for areas that were outside the governance of countries
as their safe havens. The Indian Sea and areas around Madagascar
was popular for pirates because they were not ruled by anyone.
Where Does the crew sleep on a pirate ship?
The captain had the large cabin at the very stern (aft /back end) of the
ship - the part with all the windows. He had a regular bed or sometimes
a bed on gimbals so that the bed always stayed level.
The officers had small, windowless cabins between the captain’s cabin
and the rest of the ship with bunks fixed onto the hull, and the crew slept
in hammocks below deck that were slung from the deck overhead. Some
crew slept on the decks too.
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Of course pirate ships didn’t spent many nights in a row at sea because
they just swept out to attack ships that they saw passing and then went
back to their lair for the nights so they didn’t need sleeping areas. The
pirates slept on shore in their huts.
How long have there been pirates?
Pirates have been around since ancient times. They attacked Greek
trading ships and during the times of the Romans they would plunder
ships for grain and olive oil.
But there was one time which was seen to be the ‘Golden Age of
Pirates’ which was when many countries were out exploring new Worlds
to gather treasures and lands. These explorer ships were often targeted
by pirates.
Thousands of pirates were active from 1650–1720. Famous pirates from
this period include Blackbeard (Edward Teach), Henry Morgan, William
'Captain' Kidd, 'Calico' Jack Rackham and Bartholomew Roberts. There
were some famous women pirates too. Anne Bonny came from Ireland
and she ran off to sea dressed as a boy. Her travels took her to America
and then the Caribbean where she met ‘Calico Jack’ and married him in
1718. She made friends with another famous female pirate Mary Read
who also dressed as a boy to run away to sea. She became a pirate in
1710 and called herself Mark Read. She raided fishing boats and other
vessels for food and wines. Another Irish female pirate was Grace
O’Malley who controlled a fleet of 20 pirate boats operating out of Clew
Bay on the West Coast of Ireland in the 1550s. However, the most
powerful of all women pirates was called Cheng I Sao (Ching Shih). She
sailed the seas around China from 1805 with a fleet of an estimated
1800 boats and 50,000 people serving her.

During this time news of piracy reached the ears of both rich
and poor. Ballads about topical events were sung on the
streets. Newspapers had different opinions of pirates – some
were thought to be successful and controlling the seas but
other pirates were feared as deadly monsters. Published
images of the most well known pirates often showed them as
powerful and well dressed.
Why did pirates where and eye patch?
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Pirates would where an eye patch to help them with their night vision.
They would cover up one eye during the day so they could see
everything clearly then at night time when below the deck or in a cabin,
they would use the other eye which was used to being in the dark.
What was a pirates’ favourite drink?
Pirates would drink ‘grog’. This was a mixture of sugar, water, limes and
rum.
The rum would hide the taste of the water (it was not that clean!) the
limes were used to make sure the pirates had some vitamin C – they
needed this to stop them getting scurvy and the sugar took away the
sharp taste of the lime.
Use this website to find some more pirate facts http://www.history-forkids.com/pirate-facts.html

“Squawk…
What can you remember
about the pirates?”

1. Why did many members of the pirate crew turn to piracy?
______________________________________________
2. What is meant by the word brutish. Circle the most appropriate answer:
ruthless

unkind

mean

unfair

big

boisterous

3. Where did pirate ships prefer to anchor?
______________________________________________________________

4. Where did the captain sleep?
_____________________________________________________________
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5. What type of bed did a crew member have? __________________________
6. Why did pirate ships not spend many days out at sea?
______________________________________________________________

7. Use the information from the text to work out the meaning of the word
plunder

8. When was the golden age of pirates? _______________________________
9. Name 3 famous female pirates and 3 famous male pirates

Female

Male

10. Why did pirates where an eye patch?
______________________________________________________________

What new information did you find out on the website search?
Pirate Fact 1

Pirate Fact 2
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Pirate Fact 3

Listen, Read and Respond Day 2: The Squire & the treasure map
Watch & Listen to episode 2: : https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/english-ks2-treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
After you have watched and listened to the second episode, complete
the pirate map and given instructions for how to find the treasures e.g.
find a rock shaped like a skull, take 50 paces to the left
The Instructions to find the treasure(s). You may wish to add a grid to
the map so you can use coordinates.
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Finding My Pirate Treasure
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Questions for
episode 2

1. Why does Jim seek refuge with the Squire?

2. Why does the Squire decide to go on a voyage?

3. What happened to the blind beggar whose visit to Billy Bones
had led to the old Captain’s death?

4. For what reason is Dr Livesey afraid of the Squire?

5. What would happen if anyone found out about the voyage?

Complete Jim’s diary in the appendix.
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Design Technology: Pirate Ships
Pirate ships were not built and sold for piracy. Usually they were stolen and altered
so they were more suitable for piracy. Usually cabins or some canons were removed
and the sails and masts arrangement changed so that bigger crews could get
onboard.
Parts of a ship:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rigging – The system of ropes, wires and chains used to support and
operate the masts, sails, booms and yards of a ship.
Mast – A large pole (spar) rising above the deck of a ship which supports
sails and rigging.
Foremast – The front mast on a ship or any other sailing vessel.
Mainmast – The middle, primary mast on a ship or any other sailing vessel.
Mizzenmast – The aftermost mast (rear of the ship) on a ship or any other
sailing vessel.
Sail - A large piece of material like cloth, set on mast and used to speed up
sailing by being placed in the wind.
Square sail – A rectangular sail attached on yard, hanging symmetrically
across the mast.
Course sail - The largest and lowest square sail on a mast
Bowsprit – A pole which extends forward from the bow of a ship.
Yardarm or Yard – A pole which horizontally crosses a mast.
Hull –A frame or body of any sailing vessel.
Keel – The bottom of a hull, going from bow to stern.
Rudder – A metal or wood plate mounted at the stern, used to turn a ship.
Bulkhead – A water-tight structure dividing a ship into compartments.
Abaft or aft – A rear section of the ship.
Bow - The front part of a ship.
Deck – A horizontal platform covering a hull from one side of a ship to the
other.
Stern – At the rear part of a ship. A captain office and officers' quarters were
in this area of the ship.
Main deck - The highest part of a deck in some vessels.
Berth -The sleeping and living quarters below main deck or built-in bed on a
ship.
Bilge –The bottom of a ship, the transition between the bottom and the sides.
The Jolly Roger – the traditional name for the flag pirate ships flew when
they were about to attack (it was not always black!)
The crows nest - a structure in the upper part of the main mast of a ship that
was used as a lookout point. This position allowed lookouts to spot
approaching hazards such as other ships, or land by naked eye or by the use
of a telescope.

Now label the parts of a pirate ship on the picture below:
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Now label any other parts of the ship you can, using the information above.
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This task is for Years 5 & 6, but Years 3 & 4 can try it if they wish.
In the 1600s, 1700s and 1800s there were different types of ships available for
pirates to steal and modify for their own use.
Sloops
Sloops were the most common choice during Golden Age of Pirates during the 16th
and 17th century for sailing around the Caribbean and crossing the Atlantic.
These were commonly built in Caribbean and were easily adapted for pirate antics.
The great advantage of the sloops, were that they were quick and could attack
swiftly and get away fast with a top speed of over 10 knots. Another advantage is
that it could hide in shallower waters to escape warships because of its shallow
draft. They were fast even without the wind because of a few pair of oars. That's why
a sloop made a perfect fit for any quick pirates' action. It usually had only the mainmast which was fore-and-aft-rigged. Sloop was rarely two masted. There was also at
least one jib before mast. A crew usually contains up to 75 men and 14 guns. Length
was 60 feet and weight around 100 tons.

Schooners
Another favorite of the pirates of the Caribbean and Atlantic were the two-masted
schooner. Like the sloop, this boat was fast, easy to maneuver and enjoyed a large
capacity for guns and cannons. A narrower hull and even shallower draft meant it
could easily hide in shallow estuaries and escape its enemies. The downside was
that it couldn’t hold as much booty or crew. A schooner could reach up to 11
knots in the right conditions, carried up to 75 crewmen and had 8-12 guns
They were usually two-masted, but there were also versions which had three or four
masts. All masts were fore-and-aft rigged. A disadvantage was that schooners
had limited cruising range.
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Brigantines
Another shallow-draft boat, the brigantine was popular in the Mediterranean thanks
to its great maneuverability and speed. Oars were also common in some designs
that could be employed during low winds. This kind of boat was favored for
longer battles targeting large spoils with its larger hold and great firepower. Could
also hold over 100 men.

Square-rigged Ships
These were more often than not merchant ships, identified by their large square sails
and three masts. The large hold meant that they were slow but great for longer
crossings. Not very agile, pirates were not likely to choose a square-rigged ship as
their first choice, but would be great for stealing large amounts of booty. You might
have seen these kinds of ships amongst a pirate fleet. There were two types of
square-rigged ships the Caravel and the Carrack – they were often used as war
ships.

Caravel

Carrack

The Dutch Flute
This ship was perfectly designed for carrying large amounts of cargo. Flat-bottomed,
wide and strong, this was not very swift and weighed over 300 tons. Pirates would
have plenty of space to customize this ship with canons and guns, but many
preferred to steal its cargo and leave the ship. Another reason why pirates like to
attack this ship was because it had a small crew and was lightly armed or unarmed.
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Galleons
A Spanish design, the galleon combined the need to carry cargo and be able to
defend itself at the same time with cannons. A galleon, could sustain a crew of
over 200 with more than 70 canons and guns. However, its cumbersome
manoeuvers and slow speed because of its large square sails made it fair game for
pirates.

From the information above, describe the advantages and disadvantages of each
ship from a ‘pirate’s point of view’ in the table below:
Ship
Advantages
Disadvantages
Brigantine

Caravel/Carrack

Dutch Flute
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Ship
Galleon

Advantages

Disadvantages

Schooner

Sloop

All KS2 - Design Technology Challenge: Making a Pirate Ship
Your task is to design and make a pirate ship. You need to consider what type of
ship you will make and the materials you will use.
You will definitely need:
• Glue
• Sellotape
• String or wool
• Scissors
• Paper
• Pencils
Some materials that could be used include:
• Cardboard boxes
• Egg cartons
• Plastic milk containers
• Silver foil/ foil containers
• Paint
• Lolly-pop/ ice-lolly sticks
• Straws
• Rolled newspaper or magazine papers.
There are some videos and tutorials that you can watch to help you think about how
you will go about making your pirate ship and some cut-out templates at the back of
this booklet (appendix)
Easier: http://mollymoocrafts.com/diy-cardboard-pirate-ship
Medium hard: https://www.redtedart.com/diy-cardboard-pirate-boat
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Medium hard: https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Cardboard-Ship
Hard: https://youtu.be/SLaLtvA1oCE
Harder: https://www.instructables.com/id/DIY-Cardboard-Pirate-Ship

The Building of My
Pirate Ship

The materials I will use are:

I have chosen these materials because:
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The design that I have chosen looks like this:

This is how I assembled (made) my pirate ship:

The most difficult parts to make were:
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The easiest parts to make were:

My star rating for my finished product is

This is because:

Other people thought (family, friends, teacher) thought:

If I were to build another pirate ship, the changes I would make are:
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Listen, Read and Respond Day 3: Long John Silver and the
Hispaniola
Watch & Listen to episode 3: : https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/english-ks2-treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
List the provisions that would be needed onboard the Hispaniola:

What did the following characters think of Long John Silver?
Jim Hawkins

Captain Smollett

Squire Trelawney

Now complete Jim’s diary
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Citizenship: Democracy- Leaders Within Pirate Crews

Pirates had a democracy on board the ship. They were all seen as
criminals by the outside World but had their own very strict pirate code.
They voted for leaders and the main positions on board a ship. They
even voted on which routes they would sail and which merchant ships
they would attack because they had to work together as one team.
On board a ship there were various jobs and positions that had to be
shared out amongst the crew. Of course the most important job was the
captain.
The pirates onboard the ship would vote for who they wanted to be the
captain. The key skills required to be a captain were as follows:
• An excellent swordsman/woman
• A super aim with a pistol
• To be able to navigate the seas
• To be respected by the other crew members through showing a
great deal of courage in battles.
If the captain was not good enough, the crew would vote for someone
else!
After the captain, the person with the most authority was the
quartermaster who was in charge when Captain was not around. The
quartermaster was in charge of sharing out the water, food and any
treasures the pirates had gained. The quartermaster also was expected
to stop fights between members of the crew and would dish out
punishments for those not obeying orders.
The next most important pirates were the sailing masters, who were in
charge of navigation and piloting. It was a very hard job because charts
in those days were usually inaccurate or nonexistent. Education was
required and on non-pirate ships, it was a well-paid job.

Many sailing masters were forced to join the pirates!
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Gunners were leaders of small man groups, who operated
the guns. They watched for the safety of their men and aimed and fired
the cannons.
It would take years of practice to become a good gunner. It was really
hard on pirate ships because pirates did not want to destroy other ships
but rather to disable them. Just for one canon to operate efficiently, four
to six men was required to aim, fire, reset, swab and load. The gunners
would be elected due to their skills.

Another important job on the pirate ship was a
cooper. A cooper made the wooden barrels that the pirates used to
store their water, food, rum and anything else which was needed on
board, as well as some of the items they had stolen in raids.
The cook(s) on board a pirate’s ship were not trained in cooking but
were rather given the job (there were benefits in that they could get the
best food!). Sometimes a pirate became a cook because they had been
injured in battle and could not fight well anymore.
Doctors/Surgeons
Pirate ships rarely had surgeons on board unless they had been
captured and forced to do the job.
When pirates were injured in battle, wounds could get infected and so to
stop them from dying, pirates would have parts of their body amputated.
Usually a carpenter would do this because they had saws and other
tools and sometimes it would be a cook who would use a knife or axe to
remove a limb. Yuk!
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“Squawk…
What can you remember
about the pirate leaders?”

1. Why was it said that pirate crews had a democracy?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
2. What did the crew take into mind when they were voting for a captain?

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3. Name 3 things that a quartermaster did?

4. What were the advantages and disadvantages of being a cook?

5. Circle all the skills a sail master would need to have:
Able to read and write

Able to read maps

Able to plot a course to sail the ship

Able to make a barrel

Able to fight

Able to cook
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6. Why did gunners need to be in teams?

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
7. What job would you like to have on board a pirate ship? Explain why.

PSHE (Rules & Laws): The Pirate Code

To become the full member of the pirate crew, every willing person
needed to sign their name on the document that detailed the rules of the
particular ship, share of the plunder that each crew member would get,
compensation for injuries, and the forms of punishment for disobedient
crew members. During signing crew members were obliged to swear an
oath of allegiance and honor, often by placing the hand on a Bible or a
part of a weapon or ship (most common examples are swords, axes,
crossed swords, a human skull or attack cannon). Once all new pirate
members signed the pirate code, this paper was often posted in a
special place on a ship where everyone could quickly get reminded of
their oaths.
There are only four surviving sets of pirate oaths which are still
preserved today. An example of the pirate code has been simplified
below:
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1. Every pirate can vote for how the ship is led and is used and all
provisions and goods seized will be shared equally
2. Every man to be called fairly in turn, by list, on board to choose the
prizes stolen from raiding ships. If one pirate steals from another pirate
they would have their ears and noses slit. If they stole from the whole
crew, they would be marooned

3. No person is allowed to play cards or dice for money.
4. The lights and candles are to be put out at eight o'clock at night. Any
crew member still wanting to drink after that time, must stay on the open
deck.
5. Pirates must keep their knives, pistols, and cutlass clean and fit for
service.
6. Men and women must keep separate in sleeping quarters, otherwise
they will be hanged.
7. If a pirate deserts the ship or their quarters in battle, they will be
punished with death or marooning.

8. There is to be no fighting onboard the ship. Any pirates who cannot
settle their quarrels will go the quartermaster who will decide how the
quarrel will be settled with a pistol or cutlass

29

9. One thousand pounds of riches must be kept back from the share of
each raid so if a man/woman lost a limb, or become a cripple in their
service, he/she was to have eight hundred pounds for him/herself and
his/her family.
10. The Captain and Quartermaster to receive two shares of a prize; the
master, boatswain, and gunner, one and a half shares and a half, and
other officers one and quarter.
11. The musicians to have rest on the Sabbath Day, but the other six
days and nights, none unless there is a good reason.

“Squawk…”
“Ah well my hearties,
some of these rules make
good sense don’t they?”

Which of the rules and punishments do you think are really sensible and
fair? Say why.

Which of the rules and punishments do you think go just too far? Say
why.
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Which rules do you think are similar to the laws we have now days? Are
the punishments similar or different?

IT: Researching & Presenting Information
For this activity you are going to need one of the following pieces of equipment which has
internet access:
A computer

a laptop

A tablet device( ipad, kindle or
similar)

a mobile phone

Pirate punishments were very harsh indeed.
Walking the plank.
Did pirates use this punishment?
What can you find out about it?
This website is useful:
https://www.history.com/news/did-pirates-reallymake-people-walk-the-plank
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There are other pirate punishments that were very grizzly such as flogging and
keelhauling. You might not want to know about them.
Your task is to write about pirate punishments – what is true and what is folklore
(made up to make it more interesting!)
You can present this information in anyway you like.
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Listen, Read and Respond Day 4: The voyage and the apple barrel
Watch & Listen to episode 4: : https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/english-ks2-treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
How do Jim and Long John Silver
become friends?

How did Jim manage to overhear what
Long John Silver was saying to the rest
of the crew?

Do you think there will be a mutiny?
Explain why.

How do you think Jim will escape from
the barrel?

Now complete Jim’s diary
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Sea Shanties
Sea shanties were sung to help keep the pirates working together in
time when hoisting the sails or raising the anchor. They were not only
sung by pirates but by other sailors too and workers in the ports.
The origin of early sea shanties can be traced all the way back to 1549
in the pages of the Scottish book “The Complaynt of Scotland” that
described the detailed life, vocabulary and traditions of Scottish sailors
of that period.
Listen to the three songs below on youtube. You are sure to know the
first one.
Drunken sailor: https://youtu.be/I3UBxFqebaY
Leave her Jonny leave her: https://youtu.be/gEWS5dGSDOc
Time flies when you’re having rum: https://youtu.be/rr1FBtYo6ng

Tasks:
1) Think of some other ideas for verses for ‘What do you do with a
drunken sailor?’:
What do you do with a drunken sailor?
What do you do with a drunken sailor?
What do you do with a drunken sailor, early in the morning?
Put him in a
Put him in a
Put him in a
Early in the morning
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Way hay and up she rises
Way hay and up she rises
Way hay and up she rises
Early in the morning!
Think of 2 more verses.

2) What do you think the song ‘Leave her Jonny leave her’ is about?

If you were asked to play a percussion instrument to accompany
this song, what would it be and why would you choose it?
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3) Below are the words (lyrics) to the song Tyme flyes when you’re
having rum
No future was there in London Town for a poor man's son like me,
So I left my home and I went to seek my fortune on the sea,
I signed aboard a merchant ship out for the West Indies,
And soon we would be trapped into the winds of piracy.
We spied sails on the horizon and we tried to make a run,
The pirates raised a black flag and our running it was done,
When those pirates boarded us they told us one by one,
"You can die or join me crew me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum!"
Time flies when you're having rum me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum,
When you're sailing under the black flag
And you're firing all your guns,
When you take a Spanish treasure ship,
You divide by the rule of thumb,
Our voyage will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum!
With a pistol to my forehead,
Well my choice was all too clear,
I took leave of that merchant ship and became a buccaneer,
And though they spared my life I think that if the truth be told,
I'd join them for the promises
Of adventure, rum and gold.
The quartermaster handed me a compass and a gun,
And as I signed their articles the captain told me "Son,
Us gentlemen make a fortune living fast and on the run,
So step right up and take your share,
Time flies when you're having rum!"
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Time flies when you're having rum me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum,
When you're sailing under the black flag
And you're firing all your guns,
When you take a Spanish treasure ship,
You divide by the rule of thumb,
Our voyage will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum.
For two long years I sailed with them,
Across the Spanish Main,
We capture ships from Portugal,
From England, France and Spain,
We took what we could and we give 'em back,
For that's the pirate's code,
And in our wake the Caribbean Sea ran red with blood.
The admiralty in London sent a fleet to hunt us down,
A traitor in Port Royal told them where we could be found,
They surrounded us and that's when the captain shouted,
"Let 'em come! The fight will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum."
Time flies when you're having rum me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum,
When you're sailing under the black flag
And you're firing all your guns,
When you take a Spanish treasure ship,
You divide by the rule of thumb,
Our voyage will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum.
We ran the red flag up and then we readied all our guns,
No quarter would be given and we turned an' speeded an' done,
We got off when good broadside,
But outnumbered ten to one,
They took out half our crew,
And our piracy was done.
They took us back to London Town,
Under key and lock.
The hangman's noose was swinging from the execution dock.
37

The captain turned and said to me, "We had fine sailing son,
The voyage was over all too soon,
Time flies when you're having rum."
Time flies when you're having rum me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum,
When you're sailing under the black flag
And you're firing all your guns,
When you take a Spanish treasure ship,
You divide by the rule of thumb,
Our voyage will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum.
Now as you've listened to this tale by now,
I'm sure you have surmised.
That I slipped the hangman's cable,
And escaped him with my life.
But how I got away,
That's another story son.
My voyaging days ain't over yet,
Time flies when you're having rum!
Time flies when you're having rum me boys,
Time flies when you're having rum,
When you're sailing under the black flag
And you're firing all your guns,
When you take a Spanish treasure ship,
You divide by the rule of thumb,
Our voyage will be over soon enough,
Time flies when you're having rum.
This sea shanty is telling a story.
4) Answer the following questions:
a) Why did the boy leave home?

b) How did the boy become a pirate?
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c) What happened to the pirate ship?
d) What happened when the pirates were taken back to London?

e) Was the boy hanged? How do you know?

f) You may have seen a film which has a similar story line – what
was it?

5) Now listen to this last piece of music, called Hoist the Sails.
https://youtu.be/xgWDbkHrI8A

This song does not have verses to sing along to but certainly paints a picture of the
effort taken to pull up the sails.
Your task is to either write a story or poem to go along with the music.
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Hoist the Sails
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Listening, Reading and Respond: Day 5 - Escape to the island and
Ben Gunn
Watch & Listen to episode 5: : https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/english-ks2-treasure-island-home/zk2qnrd
Imagine that you are Ben Gunn and have been marooned on the island for 3
years.
• What has your daily routine been for getting food and water?
• How have you kept yourself entertained – have you invented any
games to keep your mind active or to keep fit?
• How have you managed to keep safe from enemies and anything which
wants to harm you.

Write Ben Gunn’s Survival Guide

Don’t forget Jim’s diary!
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Ancient Piracy Timeline

1350 BC:

Earliest evidence found on a carved stone tablet from the time of Pharaoh Echnaton
which showed pirates attacking North Africa

1200 -900 BC:

Piracy was common during the times of the Ancient Greeks because the trade ships
would sail close to shore. The Illyrian pirates operated out of Athens, Crete and the
Lycian Pirates out of the Antalya region of Turkey. They would target both Greek and
Roman cargo ships.

800 BC – 400AD:

Piracy continued during the times of the Roman Empire with most pirates operating
out of Sicily and Turkey. The Sicilian (then spelt Cilician) pirates even captured Julius
Caesar in 78BC – but he got his revenge by killing all that captured him. In 67BC, the
Roman Army destroyed most pirate fleets, but they rose again after the fall of the
Roman Empire.

2 BC:

Piracy started in the Asian seas after the fall of the Chinese Han Dynasty.
42

43

“Squawk…”
“Oi, Oi, my land lubbers, we Pirates have been
around for sometime, I can tell ye!”
“ What ‘ave you learnt from these ‘ere tyme lynes?”

“My spellin’ is
different from
yorn. What do I
need to change?”

1. What was the first real evidence of piracy in ancient times?

2. Where did the Illyrian and Lycian pirates come from?
________________, _________________ and ____________________
3. What happened to the pirates who held Julius Caesar as a hostage?

4. What caused piracy to start in the seas around China?

5. How many centuries was it before piracy got to its ‘Golden
Age’?
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6. Complete the table to show which pirates were active, where and when:
Pirate (s)

Privateers

Corsairs

Caribbean

Where

Dates when

Asian Seas

Somalian
Waters

1701 - 1800
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Geography/History: Pirates Around the World
The Corsairs
The French Corsairs were privateers, authorised to conduct raids on shipping of a
nation at war with France, on behalf of the French crown.
By acting on behalf of the French Crown, if captured by the enemy, they could in
claim treatment as prisoners of war, instead of being considered pirates. They
operated from 1200s to the late 1600s.
The Barbary pirates that operated out of large ports from Africa such as the cities of
Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, Rabat, and Sale became known as the Barbary Corsairs.
They started harassing European shipping and western European coastal cities in
early 16th century. They built fast and strong ships using the expertise of several
English privateer captains who chose to become corsairs. They also about learnt the
technologies of the different the ships they stole from different countries. Barbary
Corsairs attacked the western Mediterranean and the coasts of Portugal, Spain, and
France, although some raiding expeditions were sent to Ireland, the coast of North
Africa and the even to the Caribbean.
The primary reason for these corsair raids was not only to capture the wealth of
merchant shipping, but also to capture Christian slaves that could be sold across all
of the Ottoman empire. It is believed that between 16th and 18th century Barbary
Corsairs managed to capture between 800 thousand and 1 ¼ million people as
slaves.
The most famous Barbary Corsairs were Barbarossa brothers (Oruc and Hizir
Hayreddin), Sayyida al-Hurra and Captain Jack Ward, an English privateer that
became Corsair in 1603. Barbarossa means red beards!

The Privateers
A privateer was considered a type of pirate because some of them were in the first
place. Other privateers were naval officers. To be a privateer you had to have a
sailing ship, a crew and letters of marque and reprisal. These letters were given to
the captain of the ship by the crown (King or Queen of the country). The first one
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was given in 1243 by Henry III. As a privateer ship, crews were immune from the
punishments given for acts of piracy (usually hanging!).
The privateers job was to support the nation’s navy to capture ships from other
countries that they were at war with.
The privateers were the most active between the 16th and 18th century, in a period
when many European nations fought each other for dominance in the New World
(America, Australia etc.).
The privateers were able to keep half of the wealth they plundered from the ships
they raided and the other half went to the crown.
Some of our most notable explorers were privateers.

Captain Sir Henry Morgan
Buccaneers
In beginning, they were just the ordinary European settlers and adventurers, mostly
French and English, who inhabited Hispaniola and other nearby Caribbean islands.
Most of them were hunters who earned for their living by selling smoked meat of wild
cattle and boars to the passing ships. They could be seen cooking meat on wooden
frames and drying it in the sun. The Tupí Indian hunters originally used similar
frames, called boucane. That is how the buccaneers got their name.
The buccaneers were forced to move
from Hispaniola because they were
often attacked. In the mid 1620s they
finally found a safe haven on the island
of Tortuga. The Spaniards tried to drive
out French and British settlers from the
island several times, but the settlers
worked together and became so strong
and well organized that they started to
attack Spanish ships and steal their
goods!
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“Squawk…”
“Avast ye would be pirates!
There are some similarities and
differences between the pirates.”
“Shiver me timbers – what do
they be?”
Similarities

Differences

Corsairs and Privateers

Privateers and
Buccaneers

Buccaneers and Corsairs

48

Appendix
Pirate ship templates
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Jim Hawkin’s Diary
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